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FRESHMAN YEAR:

1. Explore various extracurricular activities to find out what you enjoy

2. Challenge yourself academically by taking difficult classes

3. Get to know your Guidance Counselor as soon as possible
4. Plan the next four years of your academics by identifying which AP, IB or Honors courses you want to take. Know what the prerequisites you’ll need, if any
5. Meet your counselor to discuss your goals & ask what resources your school has to prepare for college

6. Use your academic planner

7. Become involved in some type of community service (check for list in Guidance Office)

8. Begin an activities & awards file

9. Attend Take Stock enrichment meetings
10. Complete the TSIC Freshman Planning Checklist
11. During the summer, find a job, do volunteer work or attend a summer program

SOPHMORE YEAR:

1. Take challenging courses including AP, IB or Honors classes. Keep up your grades.

2. Start narrowing your activities. Begin to dedicate yourself to a few extracurricular activities and work towards leadership positions. Don’t forget to look outside school for community activities
3. Think about taking the PSAT to familiarize yourself with the test
4. Start attending college fairs, checking out college websites & browsing through college guidebooks
5. Use your academic planner

6. Meet with your counselor to discuss colleges that may be a good fit & ask what you need to be doing to prepare
7. If you feel prepared enough, take the SAT or ACT
8. Before taking any outside tests, be sure to ask your Guidance Dept. about getting a fee waiver.

9. Meet periodically with your Guidance Counselor
10. Update your activities & awards file 
11. Attend Take Stock enrichment meetings
12. Complete the Sophomore Planning Checklist
13. During the summer, find a job, do volunteer work or attend a summer program. Study for the PSAT you must take next year, read books for pleasure & to build vocabulary.

JUNIOR YEAR:

1. Take the PSAT to practice for the SAT
2. Continue to take challenging courses & keep up your grades
3. Take the ACT or SAT when you have completed Geometry

4. Learn about Federal financial aid

5. Get to know your favorite teachers well. Start thinking about who you might ask to write evaluations

6. Use your academic planner

7. Focus on becoming a leader in some extracurricular activities.

8. Get a copy of some college applications to preview

9. Get a preview of how much financial aid you’ll be likely to receive by completing the FAFSA4caster at www. fafsa4caster.ed.gov

10. Attend college fairs & ask questions of college reps who might visit your school

11. Meet periodically with your Guidance Counselor & talk to them about applying to college & sources of financial aid.

12. Register & prepare for the SAT or ACT
13. Don’t forget to ask about the fee waiver, if you have not already done so.

14. Attend all Take Stock enrichment meetings & workshops
15. Complete the Junior Planning Checklist
16. In the summer, get a job, do volunteer work.

17. Get applications from colleges by writing letters, requesting them online or downloading from websites.

18. Make sure you have either done well in the ACT or SAT or make plans to take again next year.

SENIOR YEAR:

1. Continue to take challenging courses & keep up your grades
2. Make an appointment for you & your parents to meet with your Guidance Counselor to be sure that you are on track to graduate

3. Decide to what schools you will apply to & list the deadlines

4. Take the SAT or ACT as soon as possible (Ask school Guidance Counselor about a waiver)
5. Ask teachers and / or counselors to write letters of reference to be used for college applications & scholarships

6. Give teachers, counselors and community members at least three (3) weeks notice to write letters of recommendation

7. Use your academic planner

8. Obtain university, college and technical schools’ applications
9. Be sure to send your applications off in a timely manner

10. Write a resume using the information from the activities and awards file.

11. Apply for the Bright Futures scholarship, if applicable

12. Apply for financial aid (FAFSA)
13. Apply for community and other scholarships
14. Brainstorm & write an essay & enlist others to help you perfect them. (Start this as early as possible)
15. Make sure you request your transcripts & test scores in a timely manner. Make sure you know whether they need to sealed or if unsealed is permitted
16. Continue to be involved in extracurricular activities & community service

17. Attend Take Stock senior workshops & other TSIC meetings
18. Complete Take Stock senior paperwork for FPP card
19. Complete the Senior Planning Checklist 

20. Attend the Take Stock in Children awards night & your high school senior awards night.
A program sponsored by the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office
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THROUGHOUT HIGH SCHOOL, PARENTS SHOULD HAVE AN OPEN LINE OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE TAKE STOCK OFFICE AND WITH THEIR CHILD’S MENTOR
FRESHMAN YEAR:

Meet your student’s guidance counselor

Meet your student’s teachers

Make sure your child has an academic planner

Make sure your child attends school each day & question unexcused absences

Monitor your student’s academic progress

Encourage your student to become involved in school/community activities

Discuss with your child future career possibilities 

Attend all meetings of Take Stock with your child

Have your student begin an activities and awards file for future reference

SOPHMORE YEAR:

Start to discuss post-secondary options

Make sure to check if your child has passed the FCAT

Make sure your child has an academic planner

Make sure your child attends school each day & question unexcused absences

Encourage your student to become involved in school/community activities

Have your student register for the ACT and/or SAT if he/she has completed Geometry

Keep updated on school grades and discipline 

Attend all meetings of Take Stock with your child

Have your student update the activities and awards file

JUNIOR YEAR:

Have your student register for the PSAT in September

Talk about post-secondary options

Meet periodically with your Guidance Counselor to make sure your child is on track to graduate
Make sure your child has an academic planner

Make sure your child attends school each day & question unexcused absences

Make sure your child retakes any parts of the FCAT that are deemed necessary

Have your student register for the ACT and/or SAT when he/she has completed Geometry

Begin to make college visits during holidays and vacations

Attend career fairs or talk to professionals in the desired areas of study

Have your student update the activities and awards file

Attend all meetings of Take Stock with your child

Begin checking on other available scholarships

SENIOR YEAR:

Make sure your child has an academic planner

Make sure your child retakes any parts of the FCAT that are deemed necessary

Make sure your child has taken the SAT or ACT and any other tests applicable

Help your child apply for financial aid (FAFSA)

Encourage your child to apply for community and other scholarships for which they qualify

Encourage your child and help them understand that what they do now, will affect their entire lives
Seek help as soon as possible of academic, social or other issues arise

Attend all meetings of Take Stock, including special workshops for seniors
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