The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is the form students complete to apply for federal, state, and school financial aid, including grants, scholarships, work-study, and loans.
Purpose of the FAFSA
The FAFSA is used by colleges, career schools, and graduate programs to determine a student’s eligibility for financial aid. Completing the FAFSA allows students to access the largest source of financial aid available for higher education, including federal grants, loans, and work-study programs, as well as state and institutional aid programs that rely on FAFSA data to award their own funding 

Who Should Complete It
Any student who wants to be considered for financial aid should complete the FAFSA, regardless of income. This includes students seeking federal, state, or school-based grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans. Some states even require FAFSA completion as part of high school graduation requirements.

How It Works
The FAFSA collects financial and personal information from students and their families, including tax data, to calculate the Expected Family Contribution (EFC). Schools then use this information to determine the amount and type of aid a student qualifies for. The form is free to submit and can .
typically be completed in less than 15 minutes with the right information 

Deadlines and Renewal
FAFSA must be submitted every academic year. Federal deadlines are generally June 30 of the following academic year, but state and school deadlines may vary. Even if a state deadline has passed, submitting the FAFSA can still qualify a student for federal aid  Students can also make corrections to their FAFSA if needed, such as updating tax information or signing the form electronically 
.
Types of Aid Covered
· Grants: Free money that does not need to be repaid
· Scholarships: Merit- or need-based awards
· Work-study: Part-time employment to help pay for school
· Loans: Borrowed funds that must be repaid with interest
By completing the FAFSA, students unlock access to these financial resources, helping make higher education more affordable and accessible 

