The PERT (Postsecondary Education Readiness Test) is Florida's placement test used to assess students' skills in mathematics, reading, and writing to determine appropriate college course placement.
Overview
The PERT is a computer-adaptive, untimed test designed to evaluate a student's readiness for college-level coursework in the Florida College System and public high schools.  It is not a pass/fail exam; instead, it helps colleges place students in courses that match their current skill levels.

Test Structure
The PERT consists of three sections:
. Mathematics: Covers topics such as equations, polynomials, and coordinate planes 
. Reading: Assesses comprehension, word meanings, relationships between sentences, and distinguishing facts from opinions.
. Writing: Evaluates grammar, spelling, thesis development, and organization of ideas. 
Each section contains approximately 25–30 questions, and the test is computer-adaptive, meaning the difficulty of questions adjusts based on your previous answers. Certain math questions provide an on-screen calculator, but personal calculators are not allowed.  The test typically takes 2.5 to 3 hours to complete all sections. 

Purpose and Use
The PERT is used to:
. Determine course placement in college-level English, reading, and math courses. 
. Identify areas where students may need additional support or developmental courses.
. Serve as an alternative to SAT or ACT scores for placement if those scores are not available or recent. 
Scores are immediately available after completing the test, and colleges use them to place students appropriately. PERT scores are valid for two years. 

Preparation Tips
. Take practice tests to familiarize yourself with the format and question types 
. Focus on weak areas in math, reading, or writing.
. Read passages carefully and identify key phrases to answer comprehension questions accurately. 
. Manage your time effectively, even though the test is untimed, to avoid fatigue over the 2.5–3 hour session, 

The PERT is a critical tool for ensuring students are placed in courses that match their abilities, helping them succeed in college-level coursework without unnecessary remediation.

